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STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS TO OVERCOMING CORRUPTION:
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Abstract. Corruption was always intrinsic to all types of economy, but the most developed
countries had the smallest level of corruption and this rule worked opposite. But recently, the scope
of the problem has increased and changed sharply around the world. This negative phenomenon in a
long run is absorbing almost all executive branches. So, the article is devoted to analyzing the main
spheres and areas of corruption. Results showed that many countries have high rates in a corrupted
society. The article shows the reasons and roots of corruption behavior. Regression analysis for the
Rule of Law Index and corruption indicators is carried out with a focus on the relation between
ROL Index and CPI, GCI. The direct link between ROL Index and CPI is confirmed empirically
(R* = 0,9155). Also, an indirect link between ROL Index and GCI (R* = 0,9294), ROL Index and
ESG Index is confirmed (R* = 0,7209). The main recommendations was given to develop and
implement the integrated anti-corruption technologies in the tangent spheres: public administration,
local self-government, justice, education and medicine, et. Major approaches that define the rule of
law were clarified with the aim to prove the interaction between non-compliance of rule of law and
the appearance of corruption as a phenomenon. It is considered that the rule of law and human
rights are two sides of the same principle that defines the freedom to live worthily without corrupted
actions that destroy people’s independence firstly from the shadow economy and secondly from
dishonest behavior from different dependent officials.
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CTPATEI'TYHI HAITPSIMH ITOJIOJTAHHSI KOPYIIIII:
®IHAHCOBI I TIPABOBI OPIEHTUPU

AHortaunisa. Kopynuis Oyna, € i Oyde NpuTamMaHHOIO BCIM THIIAM EKOHOMIKH, OJIHAK
HAlpO3BMHYTIIIl KpaiHW, TUM HE MEHI, BIAPI3HSAIOTHCA HAMMEHIIUM ii piBHEM, 1 — HaBIaKH.
[Ipore octanHiM yacoM macuiTad mpobiieMu Kopymiii 3pic 1 pi3KO 3MIHHMBCS B ychboMy CBiTi. Ha
CHOTOJIHI IIe HETaTHBHE SBUIIEC B JOBIOCTPOKOBIH MEPCIEKTHUBI PO3BUTKY NMPOHUKAE Maibke B ycCi
OpraHd BHKOHaBuUOi Biaau. OTke, CTATTIO MPUCBAYEHO aHATI30BI OCHOBHUX cep 1 HampsMiB
KOpYMUiHHOI MisTbHOCTI. Pe3ynbraTi HoCIiIKeHHb MPOJIEMOHCTPYBa, 0 0arato KpaiH MaioTh
BHCOKI TTOKa3HUKHA KOPYMITOBAHOCTI CycHiabCTB. [IpoaHanizoBaHO MPUYHHM 1 KOPIHHS KOPYIIIHHOT
noBeninku. Perpeciitnuii anami3 Rule of Law Index Ta iHgumkaTopiB KOpyIii MPOBOAUTHCS 3
akieHToM Ha B3aemo3B’s130k MK ROL Index Ta CPI, GCI. IIpsmuii 38’130k Mk ROL Index Tta
CPI miaTBepmkyeThes emmipiano (R° = 0,9155). Takok MiATBEpIKEHO HEMPAMUI 3B’S30K Mixk
ROL Index ta GCI (R* = 0,9294), ROL Index ta ESG Index (R = 0,7209). HagaHo pexoMeHzaii
HI0JI0 PO3pOOJICHHS 1 BIPOBA/KCHHsS 1HTETPOBAHMX AHTUKOPYIIIHHUX TEXHOJOTIH Yy pI3HHUX
cdepax: NepkaBHE YIPABIIHHS, MICIICBE CaMOBPSIYBAHHS, FOCTHIISl, OCBITa 1 MEIWIIMHA TOIIO.
OCHOBHI MiIX01H, 110 BU3HAYAIOTh BEPXOBEHCTBO MpaBa, OyJlH PO3’SICHEHI 3 METOI JOBEICHHS
B3a€MOJIii MK HEJOTPUMAaHHSIM HOPM IIpaBa 1 MOSIBOIO KOpymuii SK sBUIA. BBakaemo, 110
BEPXOBEHCTBO IpaBa 1 3aXHCT MpaB JIIOJWHU € JBOMAa CTOPOHAMHU OJHOTO MPUHIIMILY, SKUAN
BU3HAYa€e CBOOOJY KHTHU TiTHO 03 KOPYMITOBAHUX JIiH, sIKI 3aTPOXKYIOTh HE3aJIC)KHOCTI TPOMaJITH
K BiJl TIHOBOT €KOHOMIKH, TaK 1 BiJl HEIOOPOYECHOT MOBENIHKA YMHOBHUKIB Pi3HOTO PiBHSI.

Kniouogi cnosa: BepxoBEHCTBO MpaBa, Kopytiis, kopesiisi, Corruption Perceptions Index,
Rule of Law Index, Environmental, Social and Governance Index, Global Corruption Index.

@®opmyi: 1; puc.: 14; tabmn.: 1; 6i6:.: 60.

Introduction. Corruption is a multidisciplinary phenomenon that scholars from different
disciplines have analyzed for a long period of time. There are corruption studies in law [1—3],
finance [4—9], economics [10—15], international business [16—18] and environment [19—23].
However, all these manifestations of corruption are somehow related to the quality of institutions
and rule of law.

General problems overview. In the long-run corruption makes people’s life worse and
contradicts the main principle of the rule of law. Corruption occurs when people who get money for
their work from the state budget (salaries), give or take money, gifts, or services and abuse by their
official position, use their influence for the sake of their personal gain or they show, for example,
protectionism.

Corruption does not involve the transfer of money or gifts necessarily, but it always presses
abuse of official position in personal interests. There are two basic points of corruption, first one
stresses that corruption is exogenous and the other — endogenous to the political process. But
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scientists have proved undoubtedly [24; 25], that all types of corruption are intrinsically related to
rule of law. Weak compliance with the rule of law implies a high level of corruption and vice versa.
According to the authorities of the World Bank, rule of law is one important dimension of
governance in the control of corruption [26; 27]. Before many governments, a martyred dilemma is
arising in the question of how to prevent corruption and protect the rule of law. As corruption is
very hard in position to measure the world practice gives three composite indicators in this field:
CPI', Eurobarometer’, and WGI®. According to those indicators, the level of corruption in many
countries has increased rapidly over the past three years. It causes significant losses in the global
economy, approximately $3,6 trillion dollars every year and 1 in 4 people worldwide have had to
pay a bribe [28].
Figures around the EU also show shocking results (7abl.).

Table
Loses from corrupted actions in the European countries
Countries GDP loses, billion % Countries GDP loses, billion / %
/ year, € GDP year, € GDP
Austria 10,4 4,0 Estonia 1,6 8,2
Belgium 21,0 6,0 Finland 3,9 2,5
Bulgaria 11,0 14,0 France 120,0 6,0
Croatia 8,5 13,5 Germany 104,0 4,0
Cyprus 2,0 8,0 Greece 34,0 14,0
Czech Republic 26,7 12,0 | Hungary 20,0 11,0
Denmark 4,0 2,0 Ireland 5,4 4.0
Italy 2370 13,0 Latvia 3,4 13,0
Lithuania 4.4 11,0 Luxembourg 0,687 2,0
Malta 0,725 8,65 Netherlands 4.4 0,76
Poland 65,7 12,6 Portugal 18,2 7,9
Romania 38,6 15,6 Slovakia 11,0 13,0
Slovenia 3,5 8,5 Spain 90,0 8,0
Sweden 9,4 3,0 UK 41,2 2,3

Source: compiled by the authors based on [29].

The amount of losses is considerable — €904 billion across the EU hit to GDP, these
financial resources might be used for various reasons such as the COVID-19 prevention,
unemployment, healthcare, housing, sickness and disability, policing, education, and poor families.
In conclusion, it must be stated that corruption appears as one of the dominant factors which cause
the world financial crises, and to overcome it, there must be followed three main positions —
tackling the crisis of democracy, promoting rule of law, and fighting corruption [30; 31]. Such
conditions cause expressions of interest from many scientists and researchers so the theme of the
investigation remains to be relevant.

Literature review. The theoretical approaches in studying the influence of the rule of law
on different social and juridical spheres were indicated in many scientific types of research. Rule of
law and corruption are intrinsically related. The researches that a weak rule of law implies a high
level of corruption is supported by N. Leff, S. Huntington, B. White, A. Elbasani, S. Sabic
[32—36]. According to H. F. de Mendonga & A. O. da Fonseca, in countries with a high level of
rule of law, no one is above the law and thus the corruption can decrease [37].

Many scientists (S. Stewart, N. Subedi, A. Lopez-Claros, V. Tanzi, O. Dluhopolskyi, H. Yu,
A. Guernsey, C. Pring, J. Vrushi, A. Zhukovska) are studying the meaning of the rule of law as a
separate process as well as in contest of corruption [12; 13; 25; 26; 30; 38—40]. Scientists and
researchers of international organizations (A. Peters, S. Rose-Ackerman, T. Corothers) also make

! CPI — Corruption Perceptions Index.

% Eurobarometer — explore the perception and the experience of corruption among EU citizens.

3 WGI — Worldwide Governance Indicators. It reports aggregate and individual governance indicators for over 200 countries
and territories over the period 1996—2018 for six dimensions of governance and two of them are the most important for
conducted research.
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massive contributions to methodology developments related to the question of how to overcome
corruption according to the main principles of the rule of law [2; 6; 7; 36; 41].

Research methodology. The authors used generalized scientific methods for theoretical and
empirical research. The research questions of the study were chosen by using a survey method. The
main motivation for this research was the rapid increase in corruption levels around the world and
the fact that the fight against it becomes more expensive. Many researchers prove that it is hard to
select appropriate methodology in measuring levels of corruption and the role of law since both are
immeasurable. But the perception of both factors is possible to measure. Actions that can be taken
to reduce a corruption level could not be seen separately from the reform of the state role using
managerial methods and adhering to the basic principles of the rule of law. The last one is intrinsic
for a stable and democratic society, social justice, and freedom, but these indicators are
exceptionally low in a corrupted society. Nowadays corruption is becoming a threat to the rule of
law.

The purpose of the article consists of recommendations on how to keep the basic principles
of the rule of law in the process of struggle against corruption based on the analysis. Theoretical and
methodological research is fundamental in regularities cognition of principles in corruption struggle
and some general scientific and specific methods that allow investigating in detail the meaning of
the rule of law. In the process of research, the following methodological methods were used:
scientific abstraction — for the formulation of theoretical generalizations and conclusions regarding
the rule of law; analysis and synthesis — for studying the nature of corruption, the establishment of
trends in corruption regularities; economic-statistical analysis — for grouping of reporting and
previous data concerning the corruption in the world (list of 115 countries), construction of
correlations between indicators of corruption (CPI, GCI) and Rule of Law Index.

Research findings. The importance of the rule of law is worldwide known. The term «the
rule of law» is often used in different ways because it is difficult to define only one meaning. It is
hardly ever when time is passing without mention of the rule of law by politicians, scientists, and
commentators even in countries where the principles of the law are different from the ones of
democratic countries. Magna Carta states «No freemen shall be taken or imprisoned or disseized or
exiled or in any way destroyed, nor will we go upon him nor send upon him, except by the lawful
judgment of his peers or by the law of the land» [42; 43]. It is necessary to admit that the rule of law
is very important for the community in any type of society. J. Madison proved «if men were angels,
no government would be necessary. In framing a government which is to be administered by men
over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the government to control the
governed, and in the next place oblige it to control itself» [44].

All countries have their understanding of the rule of law and the most developed countries
perceive it as freedom in democracy. E. C. Stanton underlined «To make laws that man cannot and
will not obey, serves to bring all law into contempt. It is very important in a republic that the people
should respect the laws, for if we throw them to the winds, what becomes of civil government?»
[45]. To understand better the rule of law it is important to compare countries where some people
are above the law and other ones who follow «the rule of law». Countries with total monarchy have
several people who are above the law. They make the law and the last one does not apply to them.
Such system got the name «the rule of man or woman». Countries with the rule of law give
individuals many rights; they understand them and try to avoid breaking the law. But the most
important option is that no-one is allowed to do things against the law. Governments and authorities
also must obey the law.

Each nation has its approach to the interruption «the rule of law». For the United Nations,
the rule of law refers to «a principle of governance in which all persons, institutions and entities,
public and private, including the State itself, are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated,
equally enforced and independently adjudicated, and which are consistent with international human
rights norms and standards. It requires, as well, measures to ensure adherence to the principles of
supremacy of law, equality before the law, accountability to the law, fairness in the application of
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the law, separation of powers, participation in decision-making, legal certainty, avoidance of
arbitrariness and procedural and legal transparency» [46].

To define «the rule of law» it is necessary to understand the purpose of the law. The rule of
law has several purposes, as described by R. Kleinfeld, «making the state abide by the law; ensuring
equality before the law; supplying law and order; providing efficient and impartial justice;
upholding human rights» [41]. The essential elements of the rule of law are the law’s autonomy and
universality. But it could be defined as the other elements as was described in Fig. /.

Rule of law elements

Laws must be prospective in nature so
that the effect of the law may only take
place after the law has been passed

Law must not command the impossibility

Laws should be written with reasonable
clarity to avoid unfair enforcement

Laws must exist and those laws should be
obeyed by all, including government
officials

Laws must be published

\ 4

Official action should be consistent with
the declared rule

Law must avoid contradictions

i

Law must stay constant through time to
allow the formalization of rules; however,
law also must allow for timely revision
when the underlying social and political
circumstances have changed

Fig. 1. Elements of the rule of law
Source: compiled by the authors based on [40].

N. Subedi admitted three major approaches that define the rule of law (Fig. 2). S. Stewart

also indicated three main principles of the rule of law (Fig. 3) which were adopted in the world
literature.

—‘ Approaches which are defined the rule of law ‘I—

Functional
Approach

Formal
Approach

Substantive
Approach

it decision predictable

How well the law and legal Fuller Less concerned with formal
system constraint government requirement rules, concerned with
discretion and how well make of good law substantive outcomes of legal

system

Fig. 2. Major approaches which define the rule of law
Source: compiled by the authors based on [39].
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Principles of the rule of law m
., ! 2 ﬁ

the law

Regardless of their ethnicity,
religion, gender, sexual

No arbitrary use of power Regardless of wealth or position
orientation, and class

Fig. 3. Principles of the rule of law
Source: compiled by the authors based on [38].

Corruption has a direct influence on the infringement of the rule of law. Black’s law
dictionary gives a further explanation of corruption: «The act of doing something with the intent to
give some advantage inconsistent with official duty and the rights of others» [47]. Corruption could
be defined as a global phenomenon, but it does not affect all countries in the same way. It relates to
human rights and human wealth. According to the economic theory, there have been developed two
basic points of corruption, one opinion tells us that corruption is exogenous and the other one —
endogenous to the political process [13].

Another theoretical view identified three basic types of corruption: corruption for the
acceleration of processes, administrative corruption, and «state capture» [48]. In world practice, it is

described two types of corruption (Fig. 4).

—

Petty corruption

Types of corruption

Grand corruption

> «Low corruption» «Street corruption» <
People interrupt with public officials when they use The corruption of officials in
public services for privileges in different state authorities and usually
establishments such as hospitals, schools, local involves large amounts of
licensing authorities, police, and tax offices money and assets

I [
m Embezzlement of public funds ( Kickbacks )J

Fig. 4. Types of corruption
Source: compiled by the authors based on [49].

Corruption can be value by R. Klitgaard formula (1) [24]:

Corruption = Monopoly + Discrection — Accountability.

Corruption has been attracting a lot of attention around the world for many years. Lots of
shreds of evidence prove that corruption appeared thousands of years ago. But recently the scope of
the problem has increased. Like all processes in society, this one is equal to demand and supply.
Many factors have a direct connection to the level of corruption [25]. It is not possible to indicate
the level of corruption exactly. Many critics indicate that fighting against corruption cannot be
effective without reform of the role of the state. Corruption isn’t a new phenomenon that appeared
in the modern world. Lots of ancient scientists wrote about such problems — «Kautilya
Arthashastra», Dante, Shakespeare, even in American Constitution there was stressed that it is one
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of two crimes that can lead to the impeachment of the USA president. V. Tanzi mentioned that there
1s more corruption than in the past [25].

There could be several factors that can have a direct influence on the increasing level of
corruption. It is very important to make distinctions between the consequences and causes of
corruption. Some authors excrete the most considerable corruption causes [50]: recruitment,
salaries, judiciary, press freedom, cultural determinants, size and structure of government,
democracy and the political system, quality of institutions, extend of competition, the endowment of
natural resources and cultural determinants. Democracy also plays the important role in this context.
Countries with high democracy levels have big governmental sizes that can decrease the level of
corruption and it will work the opposite. Democracy is always more vulnerable to charges of
corruption than other types of government.

Many investigations denoted that the level of corruption is high in developing countries and
it depends on the role of government and hard process for opening business through different
permitting and regulations (for example, licenses, permits, and authorization). Officials get
monopoly power to authorize these actions and they can refuse to fulfill their obligations or set the
decisions for several months or even more.

To get the necessary documentation or accelerate the decision-making process many people
try to give bribes to officials. The level of wages, which civil servants get, became one of the main
reasons for the proliferation of corruption (Fig. 5).

C

Wages level 4

»  Corruption

Fig. 5. Corruption curve (corruption dependence from level of wages)
Source: authors own elaboration.

Corruption can be called a reflection of a country’s economic, legal, cultural, and political
institutions’ well-being. A high level of wages causes decreasing in corruption and a low level of
wages causes increasing in corrupted actions. But it is not a stable meaning. Some scientists prove
that increasing wages could be only the second point in managerial tasks, as those who will
continue to be involved in corruption acts may demand a higher number of bribes. In the opinion of
J. Kaye & P. van Veen [51]: «Bribery is the offering, promising, giving, accepting or soliciting of
an advantage as an inducement for an action which is illegal, unethical or a breach of trust». And
one of four people around the world pays bribes. L. Alvarez and others made difference between
two similar meanings: «Bribery — the practice of offering something, usually money, in order to
gain an illicit advantage. Gift — something that is bestowed voluntarily and without compensation»
[52]. Corruption can occur in different types, in different forms, at different levels within
organizations, and in many circumstances (Fig. 6).
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Areas of corruption

Purchase or sale Providing
of goods and of

services by the concessions
government

\ 4 \ 4
Distribution Privatization of
of subsidies state enterprises

Fig. 6. Areas of corruption

Source: authors own elaboration.

If to state about human rights it could be necessary to show the real scope of corruption
influence on them (Fig. 7).

Private sector

Civil »

A 4

Its influence on

Political J
Cultural ’J

Social J

Corruption

Public sector

Economic <
l

A 4

Fig. 7. Influence of corruption on people’s rights
Source: authors own elaboration.

The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) measures «the perceived levels of public sector
corruption worldwide based on expert opinion from around the world» [53]. The CPI uses a scale of
zero (highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean). According to 180 countries that were included in the 2019
CPI report, countries with the richest income have the lowest level of corruption and vice versa.

Rule of Law Index (ROL Index) measures adherence to the rule of law by looking at policy
outcomes, such as whether people have access to courts or whether the crime is effectively
controlled. The four universal principles of rule of law (accountability, just laws, open government,
accessible and impartial dispute resolution) are further developed in the following eight factors of
the ROL Index: constraints on government powers, absence of corruption, open government,
fundamental rights, order and security, regulatory enforcement, civil justice, and criminal justice
[54].

Fig. 8 display the regression between levels of CPI and ROL Index. The link between these
indicators is direct and very strong (R* = 0,9155). This means that in countries with strict rules of
law, tolerance of corrupt behavior among the population is minimal.
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100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

0

CPI

y=124,1x - 24,23
R2=0,915

ROL Index

Fig. 8. Correlation between CPI and ROL Index
Source: compiled by the authors based on [53; 54].

C. Pring proved that corruption was seen as one of the biggest challenges facing countries
around the world [55]. Investigation shows that a lot of people are not satisfied by poor conditions
in the corruption field especially in the state and government establishments (Fig. 9, 10).

Citizens think corruption is one of the main problems facing their country

Government officials and lawmakers are mostly or entirely corrupt

Individuals have too much undue influence over government decisions

Some households need to bribe for access to public services

Bribe payers report the about incident

Fig. 9. What do people think about corruption in public sector?
Source: compiled by the authors based on [55].

Corruption roots
|

v v v v v
Falhlngs. n polltlcal . Ignorance or lflck Political and other The weak
institutions Ambiguous of understanding atrons influence
and the judicial laws of these laws among P o of civil
. connections .
system the public society

Source: authors own elaboration.
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Corruption is widely-spread and many people consider it as an ordinary and everyday form
of their social behavior. Lots of them consider corruption as a regular part of life. Also, they
conceive that corruption can sometimes or always be powerful as a «machine that accelerates time
for implementation task» and to get things done faster. A. Yemelianova stresses that: «The low-
ranked public servants are poorly paid but they have a lot of opportunities to receive extra money in
addition to their salary by exploiting their positions» [56].

B. Ki-moon stressed that: «Corruption undermines democracy and the rule of law. It leads to
violations of human rights. It erodes public trust in the government. It can even kill — for example,
when corrupt officials allow medicines to be tampered with, or when they accept bribes that enable
terrorist acts to take place» [57]. High Commissioner for Human Rights N. Pillay also stated that:
«Let us be clear. Corruption kills. The money stolen through corruption every year is enough to
feed the world’s hungry 80 times over ... » nearly 870 million people go to bed hungry every night,
many of them children; corruption denies them their right to food, and, in some cases, their right to
life. A human rights-based approach to anti-corruption responds to the people’s resounding call for
a social, political, and economic order that delivers on the promises of «freedom from fear and
wanty. Consequences of corruption touch all human rights — civil, political, economic, social, and
cultural» [58]. Health, education, and even welfare are limited by corruption and the influence on
the realization of economic, social, and cultural rights to development.

Another indicator of corruption — The Global Corruption Index (GCI) — is composed of
28 variables constructed based on datasets that are exclusively borrowed from internationally
recognized entities. Encompassing as much as 198 countries, the GCI stands out for its global
approach. Its results display the corruption risk exposure deriving from both the public and private
sectors (see Fig. 7). The GCI also includes issues related to white-collar crimes and more
specifically to money-laundering and terrorism financing [59].

Fig. 11 display the regression between levels of GCI and ROL Index. The link between
these indicators is indirect and very strong (R* = 0,9294). This means that in countries with strict
rules of law, the risk of corruption among private and public sector institutions is minimal.

0,8
0,7
0,6
0,5
0,4
0,3 e =
0,2

0,1

y =-0,008x + 0,952
R*=0,929

ROL Index

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
GCI

Fig. 11. Correlation between GCI and ROL Index
Source: compiled by the authors based on [54; 59]

The ESG Index (Environmental, Social and Governance Index) is a tool that encompasses
three major issues in risk analysis: environment (30%), human rights (50%), health & safety (20%)
[60]. With global coverage of 176 countries and territories, the ESG Index is dedicated to
measuring risks based on 44 variables. Country results are presented on a 0-100 scale, where 0
corresponds to the lowest risk and 100 corresponds to the highest risk.
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Fig. 12 display the regression between levels of ESG Index and ROL Index. The link
between these indicators is indirect and strong (R* = 0,7209). This means that in countries with
strict rules of law, key human rights, the environment, health & safety are protected.
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Fig. 12. Correlation between ESG Index and ROL Index
Source: compiled by the authors based on [54; 60].

ESG Index

To overcome corruption it is necessary to develop its strategy for each country according to
specialty and cultural dominants. S. Rose-Ackerman recommended to use of a two-pronged strategy
in the struggle against corruption and other scientists proposed even three-pronged strategies:
«aimed at increasing the benefits of being honest and the costs of being corrupt, a sensible
combination of reward and punishment as the driving force of reforms» [7; 26]. All authorities need
to be clear in their force in fighting against corruption and create an approach. In the world, there is
an admitted six-step strategy to fight against corruption (Fig. /3). Such a strategy could be used in
the policy but most people do not believe politicians and their method of fighting.

— ’ Six Strategies to Fight Corruption
) 4 .

Paying civil Establishing international
servants well a .
P conventions
Creating transparency and Deploying smart
openness in government technology . .
ndin | Replacing regressive
spe & N o| and distorting subsidies with
4 L = | targeted cash transfers
Cutting red tape l )

Fig. 13. Strategies to fight corruption

Source: authors own elaboration.

To overcome corruption it is necessary to provide a long-term vision for formulating
effective anti-corruption strategies. Strategy tools are the most important elements of fighting
corruption. One of them is the conduction of legal reforms that strengthen the rule of law and help
to build systemic integrity by all institutions of the society where the rule of law could be
established. The typical SWOT analysis of society in corruption direction will help to build an
effective strategy (Fig. 14).
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Fig. 14. Strategic elements for evaluation the risk level of corruption in society
Source: authors own elaboration.

Discussion. Since the theme of research is widespread in scientific circles there are unlimited
objects for further investigation in narrow and wide directions. The current study is not free from the
limitations, as this research focuses on the date appointed for corruption measure and explanation of
the connection between the rule of law and level of corruption, both terms are not acceptable to exact
measurements. Future studies and research in this field, recommendations, and exact conclusions will
be very important for all countries of the world. But they will be effective only if each person should
protect their own rights by fighting against corruption because it destroys people’s rights. This
suggests that there must be feedback between scientists, state authorities, and the population.

Conclusions. The direct link between ROL Index and CPI is confirmed empirically. Also,
an indirect link between ROL Index and GCI, ESG Index is confirmed. The rule of law is a more
theoretical than practical approach to forming law regulation in each country. It shows the influence
of law in society. A country with a high level of corruption cannot have a status where the rule of
law is a priority. Corruption occurs when people who get money for their work from the state
budget (salaries), give or take money, gifts, or services and abuse by their official position, use their
influence for the sake of their gain or they show, for example, protectionism. Corruption does not
necessarily involve the transfer of money or gifts, but it always presses abuse of official position in
personal interests. The important factor in preventing corruption is improving activities on the
social level. More attention should be paid to the messages from citizens, the media, results of
sociological research on corruption acts, and other unlawful actions of officials, the prevalence of
corruption in individual departments. It is worth developing and implements integrated anti-
corruption technologies and pronged strategies in the main spheres: public administration, local
self-government, justice, education, and medicine.
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