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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE CONTEXT OF COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT OF THE ELDERLY

Abstract. The world tendencies of population aging, international and domestic practices of
adaptation of the socio-economic environment to the deformation of the age structure of the population in
the context of social responsibility are highlighted. The effects of population aging on the country’s
economy are substantiated. Emphasis is placed on changing economic activities, services, medicine,
education, labor market, social sphere, tax system. The importance of socio-economic activation of the
elderly population of Ukraine in the conditions of demographic crisis and increase of life expectancy are
proved.

The world and national normative documents in the aspect of formation of socio-economic
strategies, policies, practical activities of governments to minimize the present and future consequences of
population aging have been studied.

The domestic practices of social activation of the elderly are considered. Over the past decade,
many social projects have been implemented in Ukraine within the cooperation of governmental and non-
governmental organizations, the private sector and international foundations to enhance the participation
of elderly people in the society. In particular, recreational centers, Universities of the third age and
individual training courses have been created, forums and festivals are being held, volunteering is being
developed. However, the coverage of elderly people by project activity in this area is low. Social projects
are mainly concentrated in large cities and level of awareness of available opportunities is quite low.

The main aspects of social integration of the elderly are analyzed on the example of the rural
population of Skolivshchyna (Skole district). The results of the sociological survey show that most elderly
people consider themselves to be needed and important to the community. The activity of the elderly is
low: 7 % of respondents consider themselves to be inactive, 56 % are less active, 32 % are more active,
and only 5 % consider themselves unambiguously active. The motivation factors for the inclusion of
elderly people in public activities are the need to be in the team (35 %), the need for socially important
activities (28 %), the unwillingness to stay at home (11 %), the need for self-actualization (8 %).

The ways of increasing social responsibility in the direction of social integration of the elderly in
Ukraine are suggestedin order to adapt the socio-economic sphere to the trends of population aging.

Keywords: socio-economic sphere, social responsibility, population aging, social integration of
elderly people, Madrid international action plan, University of the third age, public activity of the elderly.
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COHIAJIBHA BIAITOBIJAJIBHICTH B KOHTEKCTI
CYCHLIbHOI AKTUBIBAIII JIFOJIEM CTAPIIIOI'O BIKY

AHoranisi. BucBitiieHO CBIiTOBI TEHJEHI CTapiHHS HaCEeNeHHs, MDKHApPOAHI Ta BITUYM3HAHI
NPaKTUKH  aJIaNTallii COILIaJbHO-eKOHOMIYHOTO —CepelioBUIa 10 jedopmarliii BIKOBOT CTPYKTypu
HaCceNeHHsI B KOHTEKCTI COIIJIbHOT BiAMOBiaIbHOCTI. OOIpyHTOBAHO HACIIAKU CTapiHHS HACEJICHHS IS
CKOHOMIKM KpaiHH. AKIIGHTOBAaHO yBary Ha 3MiHI BHJIB €KOHOMIYHOI IisUTBHOCTI, c(hepH MOCIYT,
MEIUIMHY, OCBITH, PHHKY TIpalli, COLIaTbHOI cdepH, MomaTkoBoi cucTteMu. J[OBEEHO BaXKIIMBICTH
COLIIAJIbHO-€KOHOMIYHOT aKTUBI3aIlli CTapIIOro HaceJaeHHs YKpaiHu B yMOBax JieMorpadiuHoi Kpu3u Ta
MBUILIEHH] CEPETHHOOYIKYBAHOT TPUBAJIOCT KUTTSI.

BuBueHO CBITOBI Ta BITYM3HSIHI HOPMOTBOPYI JIOKYMEHTH B acHeKTi (JOPMYBaHHS COLUAIBHO-
EKOHOMIYHHUX CTpaTeriid, MONITHK, MPAaKTHYHOI MISUTHOCTI YPsIiB IOAO MiHIMI3aIlii HHUHINIHIX 1
MaiOyTHIX HAcHiIKIB cTapiHHs HaceneHHs. OCHOBHMM MDKHApOIHMM JIOKyMEHTOM Y Hampsmi
CYCIUIbHOI aKTUBI3aIlii JIFO/IEH cTapmioro € MaipuiChKuil MDKHApOJHUM TUIaH il 3 TMTaHb CTapiHHS
HaceNeHHs], KU TpuiHATHI Ha npyriid BeecitHili acam6iei OOH 3 nurtanb crapinHs 8—12 KBiTHA
2002 poky.

Po3rnstHyTO BITUM3HSHI MPAKTUKU COLIAIBGHOT aKTUBI3AIll JIFO/EH CTapIIoro BIKYy. 3a OCTAHHE
AecsaTUpiyus B YKpaiHi peai3oBaHO YUMo COLIATbHUX MPOEKTIB Y CIBIPAL YPSIOBUX 1 HEYPSIOBHX
opraizalliii, MPUBaTHOTO CEKTOPY Ta MDKHAPOIHUX (DOHIB T MOCHJICHHS Y4acTi JIFOJEH CTapIIoro
BIKY Yy JKUTTI CYCNUIBCTBA. 30KpeMa, CTBOPEHO IEHTPU JO3BULIA JUIA JITHIX JIHOJEH, c(hOPMOBAHO
VHIBEPCUTETH TPETHOTO BIKY Ta OKpeMi HaBYalbHI KYpCH, HPOBOJATHCS (GopymMH Ta (HecTUBAN,
PO3BHUBAETHCS BOJIOHTEPCTBO. IIpoTe 0XOTIeHHs JIITHIX JTI0ei MPOEKTHOO ALUTBHICTIO Y IIbOMY Harpsimi
€ HEUHMCJICHHOIO, COLlITbHI MMPOEKTH B OCHOBHOMY KOHIIGHTPYIOTCS y BEJIUKHX MICTaxX, HU3bKUH PIBEHb
iH(OPMYBaHHS PO IOCTYITHI MOXJTMBOCTI.

[TpoaHani3oBaHO OCHOBHI aCIEKTH CYCIUTBHOI IHTErpalii JIIoAe CTapIioro BiKy Ha MPHKIai
ciibchkoro HaceneHHs CKOMIBIIMHU. Pe3ynbraTé COIMIONOTIYHOTO JOCHIDKEHHS 3acBUTYMIMA IO
OUTBIIIICTH CTAPIIIOr0 HACEJICHHS BBAXKAE ceOe MOTPIOHNMHE Ta BOKIIMBUMH ISl TPOMAIU, TOCEPETHBOIO €
BJIaCHA aKTUBHICTh JIFOZICH CTapIIOro BiKY: HEaKTMBHMMH ceOe BBaxae 7 % ONMUTaHUX, MAJIOAKTUBHIMH
— 56 %, mBumme aktTuBHUMH — 32 %, 1 mumie 5 % BH3HAYAIOTHL ceO€ OJHO3HAYHO AKTHMBHHMMH.
MoTHBaLIHIMU YWHHUKAMH JIOJTyYEHHS CTapIIOro HACENeHHs 10 TPOMAJICHKUX 3aX0/IiB € IOTpeda OyTn
B koutekTuBi (35 %), moTpeba y cycniibHO BOXXIMBIN JisTBHOCTI (28 %), HeOaKaHHS 3MINATUCh BIOMA
(11 %), notpeba camopeanizaiii (8 %).

3anporoHOBaHO IILUISIXM TIOCWJICHHS COLAIBHOT BIiANIOBINANBHOCTI Y HampsiMi CYCHUIBHOL
iHTerpauii Jrosel crapmoro BiKy B YKpaiHi 3 METOI0 ajanTaiii COLIaJbHO-€KOHOMIYHOI chepH /10
TEHJICIII CTapiHHS HACETICHHSL.
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Kniouosi cnosa: couianbHO-eKOHOMIYHA — cdepa,colliabHa  BIIIOBIIAIBHICT, CTapiHHA
HACEJICHHs, CYCIIUIbHA IHTerpalis JIOJe CTapmioro BiKy, MaapuaChKuil MiKHApOJHWN IUIaH i,
YHIBEPCHTETH TPETHOTO BIKY, 'POMAJIChKa aKTHBHICTh CTAPILIOrO HACETICHHSI.
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COHUAJIBHASA OTBETCTBEHHOCTDb B KOHTEKCTE
OBLIECTBEHHOI AKTUBU3ALUU JIIOJENA CTAPIIEI'O BO3PACTA

AnHoTanmsi. OnpezneneHbl MUpPOBbIE TEHJIEHLMM CTapeHHs HACENEHUs, MEXKIyHapoAHbIE U
OTEYECTBEHHbIC MPAKTUKK aJaNTallMd COIHAIBHO-3KOHOMHYECKOH cpenbl K aedopMaliy BO3pacTHOM
CTPYKTYpPBI HACEJIEHUs B KOHTEKCTE COLUAIBHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

PaccMmoTpeHb! 0TeYeCTBEHHBIE IPAKTUKY COLMAILHON aKTUBU3ALMU JIFOJACH CTapILIEro BO3pacTa.
3a nociueqHee AECATUIETUE B YKPaUHE PEAIM30BaHO HEMAJIO COLIMAJIBHBIX ITPOEKTOB B COTPYIHUUYECTBE
TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX M HETOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX OPraHU3allMii, YACTHOTO CEKTOpa U MEXKIyHAPOAHBIX (POHIOB
TUIsL YCUJICHUS! YJacCTHs JIFOZICH CTapiiero Bo3pacta B kKu3HU oOmiecTBa. OHAKO 0XBaT HOKUIIBIX JTIOACH
IIPOEKTHOU JEATEILHOCTBIO B 9TOM HAIIPABJICHUH SIBJIICTCS HEMHOIOYMCIIEHHBIM, COLMAIBHBIE IIPOEKTHI
B OCHOBHOM KOHIIEHTPUPYIOTCSI B KPYITHBIX TOpOJiaX, HU3KUH YpOBEHb MH(OPMHUPOBAHUS O JOCTYITHBIX
BO3MOXKHOCTSIX.

[TpoaHanu3upoBaHbl OCHOBHBIE ACTIEKThI OOLIECTBEHHOM MHTETpalliK JIIOJEH CTapIero Bo3pacTa
Ha TpuMepe cenbckoro HaceneHus: CkoneBlMHbBL. [IpeanokeHsl IyTH YCHJIEHHS COLMAIBHOM
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH B HaNpaBJICHUM OOIIECTBEHHON MHTETPALlMU JIFOJIEH CTapIIero Bo3pacta B YKpauHe ¢
LIEJIBIO aIalTalMy COLUATIBHO-O)KOHOMHUYECKOM CPeibl K CTAPEHUIO HACEIICHUSI.

Knrouegvie cnosa: couialbHO-?KOHOMUUECKAs! CEPENA, COLUAIBHASI OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, CTApEHHE
HaceneHus, OOIIeCTBEHHAs] WHTErpalysl JIIOJEH CTaplIero Bo3pacra, MaapuacKuid MeXTyHapOIHBIN
TUIAH JICUCTBUA, YHUBEPCUTETHI TPETHETO TIOKOJICHH S, OOIIECTBEHHAS aKTUBHOCTD CTAPIIEr0 HACEICHHUSI.

@opmya: 0; puc.: 2; Tabdm.: 0; 6u6m.: 20.

Introduction. Aging of the population in modern conditions is a demographic trend that greatly
affects the development of countries and humanity as a whole. Ukraine belongs to states with a high level
of aging and, according to most of the existing demographic projections, with the prospect of rapid
development of this process in the coming decades. As of 01.01.2018, the proportion of the population
aged 60 and over in Ukraine was 22,9 % [1], according to the national population projection for 2025, the
proportion of people over 60 will be 25,0 % of the total population [2].

The phenomenon of aging of the population is a challenge for the economic and social
development of many developed countries. Reducing the inflow of young labor force into the economy
forces governments to raise the retirement age, and involve people of pre-retirement and retirement age in
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economic activity more actively, which, in turn, needs to preserve the health and efficiency of the elderly.

The general world aging trends have focused attention on the social responsibility of the state,
business, community in the aspect of social integration and the activation of elderly people and ensuring
decent aging. During 2013—2015, the international organization HelpAge conducted the study of the
global AgeWatch index to assess the components of the concept of «active aging». Key indicators for
assessing people aged 60 and over were «financial security», «health status», «employment and
education» as well as «enabling environment». The rating of Ukraine varied quite widely and was quite
low, ranging between 66 and 82 among 96 countries [3].

Research analysis and problem statement. Research on the demographic, economic and social
transformations of the society as the result of the aging of the population has been researched for several
decades by the scientists from different countries and international organizations, including Ukrainian
ones: S. Aksonova, V. Antoniuk, S. Bandur, V. Heyets , O. Grishnova, |. Gnibidenko, T. Zayats, A. Kolot,
B. Krimer, I. Kurilov, E. Libanova, V. Novikov, A. Novikova, V. Onikienko M. Papiev, S. Polyakova, L.
Semiv, M. Semykina, V. Stetshenko, L. Tkachenko, L. Shaulska. The issues of social responsibility
development in Ukraine are highlighted in the works of R. Abramov, O. Berezina, K. Beliavskaia, O.
Brintseva O. Bilyk, A. Vasilik, V. Vorobey, O. Gerasimenko, O. Grishnova, O. Danilenko, V.
Dumanskaya A. Kolot, E. Libanova, I. Petrova, O. Pasevych, L. Petrashko, V. Petyukha, V. Savchenko, S.
Tsimbalyuk [4; 5]. Nevertheless, the aspects of social responsibility of the state, business, public
institutions in the context of social activation of the elderly as a result of aging of the population and
growth of the average life expectancy have remained low.

The purpose of the article is to actualize the issue of aging of the population from the point of view
of providing socially active and decent longevity and to highlight the importance of social responsibility in
this aspect.

Research results. The accelerated aging of the population amid low birth rates and depopulation
in Ukraine is one of those phenomena that will have a lasting impact on all aspects of society.
Demographic aging with its main economic and demographic consequences will result in reducing the
size and share of the working population; increasing the demo-economic (and consequently, tax) burden
on the able-bodied population; reducing of financial opportunities for social security in the context of
general growth in demand for social services by the elderly, the single and the low-income groups of the
population (Fig.1).

Demographic aging:
- Decline in births
- Increasing life expectancy

- Migration
Demand for public services Impact on the real economy
- Heal@h. care . - Changes in the size and
- Provision of pensions composition of the workforce
- Education - Changes in labor productivity
4 )

Fiscal effects of aging

- Changes in fiscal revenues
—2 . Changes in the volume of social transfers
- Changes in the provision of social goods

\_ J

Fig. 1. Impact of population aging on socio-economic sphere
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In general, demographic aging in some way disrupts the interaction between generations.
The challenges posed by the population aging require a radical restructuring of the entire socio-
economic system, the adaptation of society and the economy to the pecularities of the «elderly»
population, in which the number of consumers exceeds the amount of the economic-active
population. In this regard, the main emphasis in the social policy of the developed countries of
Europe is now precisely placed on minimizing the present and future socio-economic consequences
of the population aging.

The issue of aging of the population has become relevant for the international community in
the late XX century. The First World Assembly on Aging took place in Vienna in 1982. The
International Agenda on Aging adopted at it included focusing on key activities for the benefit of
the elderly, mainly in the following areas: employment and income security, health and nutrition,
housing, education and social security. For the first time in this document, elderly people were seen
as an active and heterogeneous group of people with broad potential [6].

A further search for the ways to adapt the socio-economic environment of many countries to
the deformation of the age structure of the population was the Madrid International Plan of Action
on Aging, adopted by the Second World Assembly on Aging on April 8—12, 2002 [7]. The purpose
of this document is to enable elderly people of all countries of the world to live in safe and decent
conditions and to continue to participate in society as a full-fledged citizen. In particular, three main
components of the quality of life in the process of active aging — health, social integration and
employment of the elderly — are at the center of attention.

Among the latest adopted documents in Ukraine to ensure the creation of favorable
conditions for healthy aging and active | ongevity of the population, designed to implement
Association Agreement between Ukraine, on the one hand, and the European Union, the European
Atomic Energy Community and its member states, on the other hand, the Madrid International Plan
of Action on Aging is the «State Policy Strategy for Healthy and Active Longevity of the
Population till 2022» [8].

During the last decade in Ukraine many social projects have already been implemented in
cooperation between governmental and non-governmental organizations, the private sector and
international foundations to increase the participation of the elderly in society and their activation.
They can be grouped into the following blocks:

1. Leisure centers for the elderly. During 2009—2018, about 18 centers of this type were
created, mainly in regional centers. Their purpose is to promote communication, participation in the
work of numerous circles, as well as mastering new skills [9];

2. Universities of the third age. They function mainly on the basis of higher education
institutions in regional centers, teachers are social educators, volunteers, students and anyone who
wants to join the European system of lifelong education [10];

3. Educational courses. They are formed predominantly within individual short-term or
long-term projects, the topics are diverse (depending on the purpose of a particular project), the
choice of convenient location is limited [11].

4. Forums and festivals. Their goal is to intensify the efforts of all civil society organizations
and authorities across Ukraine to provide educational services for the elderly [12; 13].

5. Increasing the participation of elderly people in community life, volunteering. The
purpose of such social projects is to promote the integration of the elderly in addressing community
issues and ensuring intergenerational interaction [14; 15].

Generally, the social responsibility of the state, business, and the public in terms of
integration of the elderly and its activation in Ukraine is at an initial stage of development. The
involvement of elderly people in project activities in this area is low, social projects are mainly
concentrated in large cities and elderly people get little information about existing opportunities.

The sociological survey «Elderly people in Ukraine: living conditions and social well-
being» conducted in 2013 by the Social Monitoring Center with the assistance of the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) [16], has shown that 60 % of elderly people in Ukraine consider
themselves to be not needed to the state and society. The indicated percentage of the population is
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more socially integrated within their families and environment. VVolunteering activity, which is one
of the priority directions of social activity of elderly people in accordance with the concept of
«active aging», was occupied by 1% of respondents of the elderly, which testifies to organizational
difficulties, lack of initiative, and informational ignorance of the population.

Somewhat different is the European level of the social integration of the elderly. About 58 %
of the population aged 55 years believe that people of respectable age are positively perceived in
society, that they play a key role in such spheres as family (43 %), politics (42 %), community (42
%) and economics (41 %) However, a significant minority (31 %) feels that they are perceived
negatively, especially in such countries as Slovakia (48%), Latvia (52 %), Romania (49 %), the
Czech Republic (54 %), Bulgaria (48 %), Hungary (61 %) and Croatia (49 %). A quarter (27 %) of
the population under study actively participate in volunteering activities. In particular, the Icelandic
(66 %), the Swedes (55 %), the Dutch (50 %) and the Germans (43 %) are the most involved in this
type of employment. The main obstacles to volunteering in the European Union are the lack of time
and interest. It is noted that the most useful contribution from the state to the spread of volunteering
activities would be to provide financial rewards to volunteers (44 % of respondents indicated) and a
more flexible employment schedule (38 %) [17].

The availability of education, active participation in community life, awareness, health care
and physical development, leisure, and the creation of a comfortable infrastructure are the
objectives of the «Strategy of the state policy on healthy and active longevity of the population for
the period till 2022» in the direction of social integration as for rural and urban population. NGO
«Impulse» within the framework of the project «Citizen activity of elderly people — a resource for
the development of communities of Skolivschina» (is part of the international project «Regional
voices — adult civic education for empowerment of local communities in Ukraine and Belarus»)
implemented in partnership with DVV International in Ukraine with the financial support of the
Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Germany. A qualitative and quantitative study was
conducted During August-September 2018 to determine the potential of elderly people in the
development of local communities and to analyse their needs for civic education [18]. The authors
of the article, Oksana Fitel, Nataliia Rak, Olena Pasevych, joined the project as experts. In order to
popularize the ideas of the concept of «active aging» and to enhance social responsibility in this
context, separate results of the research are published for the first time in the scientific community.

The main target group of the study within the framework of the project «Civic activity of
elderly people — a resource for the development of communities of Skolivshchyna» was the rural
population of the region aged more than 55 (villages: Slavske, Tukhlya, Koziv, Oryavchik,
Pidgorodtsi, Trukhaniv, Pobak, Korostov, Lybochor). 100 elderly people participated in the survey
according to the quota of the sample. The objectives of the study were: the study of local policies
and real practices in the provision of educational and social services for the elderly; definition of
key problems of the local community, popular areas of activity of the elderly in communities;
identification of socioeconomic challenges / problems faced by them in everyday life; assessment of
the level of civic activity of such social group; revealing of motivational factors of civic activity of
the elderly; elucidation of the needs of this group for civic education.

The distribution of respondents' responses according to the importance of elderly people for
the community shows rather optimistic results. 17 % of all respondents feel they are needed and
important, 78 % — have such a feeling situationally, only 5 % have chosen the option «not needed
and unimportant». Within the age groups, the representatives of the 55—59 age group feel most in
need which is logically explained by the higher social integration of its representatives.

Initiativeness of this social group in community life is mediocre. 7 % of respondents
consider themselves to be inactive, 56 % — less active, and 32 % rather active than inactive, and
only 5 % of them consider themselves unambiguously active.

The socio-economic activity of the elderly in Skole district indicates a significant integration
with the family and passivity to other activities. «Family Help» (55 %), «grandchildren care» (34
%), and «farming households» (21%) are the main occupations of the elderly. A positive tendency
is that some of the elderly have interest in «self-education» (15 %) and in «public activity» (12 %).
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The motivational factors of elderly people to join community events are the need to be in the
team (35 %), the need to do something socially important (28 %), the reluctance to stay at home (11
%), the need for self-realization (%). A quite interesting fact is tha in subgroup aged 70 many
resondets have chosen the answer «due to the need to do something socially important» — 14 %. It
is a half of all the respondents who chose this option. In general, 92 % of the respondents have
internal motives of different content (Fig. 2). This is quite high indicative and shows the need for
people to join socially important processes and activities.

because of the need for self-realization

because of the need to be in the team
35%

not comfortable staying at home

because of the need to do something
sociallyimportant

| do not join

W55-59 60-69 mover70 Mtotal

Fig. 2. Motivational factors of the elderly’s participation in community events,%

The research on the mobility of the elderly people in Skole district showed that the reasons
for leaving the hometown are family and household circumstances(visiting relatives — 68 %,
«purchasing goods and services» — 57 %) and meeting spiritual needs («pilgrimage and church
holidays» — 30 %). The results of the survey showed that 12 % of respondents do not leave the
boundaries of their native places. The least chosen reason is for «sightseeing» — only 6 %.

Being asked about the vision of ways to identify the usefulness of the elderly for the
community, 48 % of respondents expressed a desire to share their life experiences and knowledge,
that is, they are open to interaction and cooperation, 24 % are ready to join important initiatives,
13% are ready to participate in the work of self-government bodies. Only 14 % do not want to
engage with the community and do not consider it possible (or necessary) to be useful to others.

The results of the survey showed that target social group in rural areas face a significant
number of challenges / problems in their everyday lives. These include: unsatisfactory financial
condition (60%), unfriendly attitude of society towards the elderly — 38 %, lack of opportunities to
influence the political situation in the country — 29 %, lack of conditions for recreation — 21%.
Most often face the issue of legal awareness and inability to protect their legal rights. The elderly
have a significant discomfort because of lack of knowledge of the latest technology, the inability to
use a telephone, tablet, computer, bank cards, etc.

According to the representative survey «CSR Development in Ukraine: 2010—2018» [19], a
number of internal and external factors among the most significant barriers and obstacles in the
implementation of social responsibility programs are seen by the representatives of private and state
enterprises. In particular, among the biggest external barriers for implementing corporate social
responsibility programs / measures (CSR) companies included the unstable political situation in the
country, the imperfection of the regulatory framework that contributed to the development of CSR
and tax pressure. Among the internal barriers that hinder the implementation of CSR programs /
activities, companies indicated a lack of funds, lack of experience, and not testied mechanism for
introducing social responsibility, impossibility to control the use of funds and lack of time.

Economic consequence of the growing demographic burden on the rural able-bodied
population, which arises as a result of disproportion in age in the population structure of rural
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territories, is an increase in the burden on the state budget, in particular in terms of social payments.
The need for social support for the incapacitated people, as well as raising the level of economic
security, creates other socio-economic challenges for the society. These processes influence the
speed of formation of the system of knowledge updating, development of scientific and
technological progress, new ideas and introduction of new technologies and general vision of socio-
economic transformations in the context of globalization and integration processes. As a matter of
fact, the activation of social life and the implementation of social responsibility programs in
partnership with business-local authorities and communities will have positive financial and
economic consequences[21].

Activation of the elderly will reduce the burden on social budget items in the face of
increasing demographic aging, in particular through the formation of own and retirement funds, as
well as associated with the formation of additional «demand» for medical services by the elderly,
with the need to invest in development of specialized medical technologies aimed at the elderly,
increasing resources for keeping elderly people in nursing homes. Because social activity is closely
linked to economic activity

Conclusions.Thus, Ukraine is among the countries with a high level of population aging: by
the proportion of people aged 60 and over it closes the group of 25 the oldest countries in the world.
The population ageing in Ukraine is characterized by such features as dependence of the influence
of «demographic waves», appreciable sexual and territorial differentiation of the level of the
population aging.

In this regard, Ukraine is experiencing particularly noticeable difficulties in the field of
social protection for the elderly. In prospect, it will be very keen to experience such socio-economic
consequences of this process as increasing the demo-economic (and tax respectively) burden on the
able-bodied people, labour shortage (first of all, qualified), the general aging of the workforce, the
reduction of labour resources to provide long-term care for the elderly, increasing demand for
medical services, etc.

To minimize the negative effects of population aging on the state, communities and
business, the issue of activating the elderly is quite important. Among the necessary steps to ensure
the social integration of the elderly of Ukraine and strengthen social responsibility in this area are
the following:

- to promote the activation of the older population for a longer working life;

- to increase the productivity of the work of the elderly through the formation of appropriate
training programs at the Universities of the Third Age or training centres;

- to form a positive information campaign about people of the senior (retirement) age,
focusing on the benefits of this stage of life;

- to support initiatives for the creation and development of territorial leisure centers for the
elderly;

- to create effective communication channels for the dissemination of information on existing
opportunities in the field of leisure, training, public participation for elderly people;

- provide public support for the development of volunteering among the elderly;

- promote the idea of mutual inter-generational responsibility in society in order to realize
equal participation in all public spheres.
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